
Scaffolding



What learners can do 
today with support, they 
can do alone tomorrow.  
Vygotsky



• Modelling: I do it, you’ll watch

• Guided practice: I do it, you’ll help

• Gradual release: You do it, I’ll help

• Independent practice: You do it, I’ll watch

Support can be given to the whole class or to 
individuals  leading to increasing independence:



Providing scaffolding

We can provide scaffolding when it’s 
needed for 

➢ INPUT ~ LANGUAGE ~ INSTRUCTIONS

And for 

➢ OUTPUT  (writing and speaking)

As well as for 

➢ REFLECTION and  FEEDBACK







Introducing new 
concepts: 
How do you introduce new concepts and ideas in L1? 

Choose one lesson you taught recently and describe how you introduced 
the key concepts to a partner

Let’s think then how we can introduce new concepts in English… 



Activities to help learners process language …



SCAFFOLDING TECHNIQUES: 

Visual organisers  

provide scaffolding for many types of input, including 

supporting reading and listening texts.  





Quadrants 
Which sector are you in ?   ☺



Binary key 



Carroll Diagram

urgent not urgent

important

not 
important

Do it right 
away

Plan to do 
it - ASAP

Delegate Dump or 
Postpone





Reading material

Metamorphic rocks

Metamorphic rocks are the third type we'll look at. They formed from other rocks that are changed 

because of heat or pressure. Earth movements can cause rocks to be deeply buried or squeezed. As a 

result, the rocks are heated and put under great pressure. They do not melt, but the minerals they 

contain are changed chemically, forming metamorphic rocks.

Sometimes, metamorphic rocks are formed when rocks are close to some molten magma, and so get 

heated up. Remember that metamorphic rocks are not made from melting rock. (Rocks that do melt 

form igneous rocks instead.) When a metamorphic rock is formed under pressure, its crystals become 

arranged in layers. Slate, which is formed from shale, is like this. Slate is useful for making roof tiles 

because its layers can be split into separate flat sheets.

Metamorphic rocks sometimes contain fossils if they were formed from a sedimentary rock, but the 

fossils are usually squashed out of shape. Metamorphic rocks can be formed from any other type of 

rock - sedimentary or igneous. 



definitions

Key words in 
boxes

Explanations in 
brackets

Clear diagram to 
explain text 
visually

Variety of font 
sizes

A cause and effect 
graphic organiser

Sentence-level
language support

Subheading



Reading materials can be adapted to include support –  

• Headings inserted 

• Use of different fonts, colours, boxed or underlined etc to 

highlight important information. 

• Definitions or explanations added  

• Diagrams added 

• Visuals included 

• Glossaries included 

• Visual organisers included to highlight important information 



Scaffolding output 

When learners are asked to speak or write in the CLIL language 
they often need support with the language they should use as 
well as ways to structure their words 

Teachers can provide support through highlighting or providing 

• useful language  

• alternative combinations of structures - to give variety/choice

• key word prompts  - to remind learners what the more 
important ideas are

• a structure to follow – to help learners keep on track / focused  



Speaking activities 

can be scaffolded by 

• pre-teaching useful language

• brainstorming ideas  (using mind map/ 
KWL etc)

• using a lead-in – to arouse interest, 
motivate

• modelling activities

• giving preparation time

• using speaking frames:





Substitution table
In an PE lesson working on the LONG JUMP

Your

run up

take off

position in the air

landing

is 
was

too slow 
unsteady
too early 
too late
with the wrong foot
too high
not high enough
on one foot
good
excellent
fine
perfect















Writing tasks   can also be scaffolded using writing 
frames

On a 
Sentence 
level

In our experiment we wanted to find out …
We used the following equipment:
First, we ….
Then,  we …
After that we …



On a paragraph level





What can scaffolding do? 
 

• Engage / motivate the learners 

• Provide a clear direction  

• Keep learners on task 

• Guide learners to useful resources 

• Reduce surprise / uncertainty / disappointment / frustration 

• Deliver efficiency  - help learners to work more efficiently / 

effectively 

• Make learning more individualised 


